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�S�R�V�W�V�"���: �K�D�W���G�R���\�R�X���K�R�S�H���R�X�U���S�R�V�W�V���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R�"�

�: �K�H�Q���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���S�R�V�W�V�����,���W�U�\���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V���R�I���K�R�Z���Z�H���F�D�Q
�E�U�H�D�N���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���G�R�Z�Q���L�Q���D�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���Z�D�\�����D�Q�G���L�Q�Y�L�W�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q�W�R���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�I�X�O���D�Q�G
�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q�D�W�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���S�U�L�R�U���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���K�D�V
�R�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S�L�F�����: �L�W�K���V�R���P�D�Q�\���K�R�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W�O�H�V�V
�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�Z�V���� �W�U�\�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�\�� �X�S�� �W�R�� �G�D�W�H�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\
�R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�L�Q�J�����,���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���S�D�J�H�V���F�D�Q���E�H���D���Z�H�O�F�R�P�L�Q�J���V�S�D�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H
�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �F�D�Q�� �F�R�P�H�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�O�L�D�E�O�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�X�U�� �S�R�V�W�V�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�� �W�R���� �D�Q�G
�H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�����I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���L�Q���D���Z�D�\���W�K�D�W���I�R�V�W�H�U�V���H�P�S�D�W�K�\���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U���D�O�O���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�8�O�W�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����P�\���K�R�S�H���L�V���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���U�H�D�G���R�X�U���S�R�V�W�V���F�R�P�H���D�Z�D�\���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q���D���W�L�Q�\
�E�L�W���E�H�W�W�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�S�H�G���W�R���J�R���R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G
�G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�L�Y�H�V��
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�2�W�K�H�U���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V
�$�V�L�G�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �R�X�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\���K�R�V�W�H�G�� �D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G
�I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����Z�H���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�S�V
�R�Q�� �D�� �U�D�Q�J�H�� �R�I�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �W�R
�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���F�R�P�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V
�E�R�W�K���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D�Q�G���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���8�.���F�K�D�U�L�W�\���V�H�F�W�R�U�����7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��

�6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H���F�R���I�X�Q�G�H�G���D���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���K�R�V�W�H�G���E�\
�W�K�H�� �4�X�H�H�Q�� �0�D�U�\�B�V�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �/�R�Q�G�R�Q
���%���2�U�G�H�U�6�� �&�H�Q�W�U�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �/�H�J�D�O�� �6�W�X�G�\�� �R�I
�%�R�U�G�H�U�V���� �0�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �' �L�V�S�O�D�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q
�0�D�U�F�K���� �� �� �� �����7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H
�Q�H�Z���(�8���3�D�F�W���R�Q���0�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���$�V�\�O�X�P���Z�R�X�O�G
�L�P�S�D�F�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V��
�V�X�F�K���D�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����/�* �%�7�� ���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�G���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V
�R�I�� �W�R�U�W�X�U�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�V�\�O�X�P�� �V�\�V�W�H�P��
�6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H�B�V���F�R���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���7�H�Q�O�H�\���)�X�H�Q�W�H�V���/�H�P�D
�G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�B�V�� �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�S�H�H�F�K���� �D�Q�G
�1�D�Q�W�L�Q�D�� �7�V�H�N�H�U�L���� �R�X�U�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �' �&�,���* �U�H�H�F�H�B�V
�H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�����J�D�Y�H���D���N�H�\�Q�R�W�H���W�D�O�N����

�,�Q���0�D�U�F�K���� �� �� �� �����6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H���Z�H�U�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R
�E�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K
�D���' �U�D�J���' �R�Z�Q���W�K�H���%�R�U�G�H�U�V���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W��
�' �' �7�%�� �S�X�W�V�� �R�Q�� �V�K�R�Z�V�� �I�X�O�O�� �R�I�� �T�X�H�H�U�� �M�R�\�� �D�Q�G
�V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���� �V�K�R�Z�F�D�V�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H�� �G�U�D�J��
�E�X�U�O�H�V�T�X�H���� �F�D�E�D�U�H�W�� �D�Q�G�� �' �-�� �W�D�O�H�Q�W���� �7�K�H�\�� �U�X�Q
�I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �Q�L�J�K�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �U�D�I�I�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J
�F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�R���U�D�L�V�H���P�R�Q�H�\���L�Q���V�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K
�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�V�����S�H�R�S�O�H���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���D�V�\�O�X�P���D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�J�H�H�V��
�7�K�H�V�H�� �I�X�Q�G�V�� �J�R�� �W�R�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �I�D�F�L�Q�J�� �F�U�X�H�O
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V
�U�H�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�V�P�D�Q�W�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G
�E�R�U�G�H�U�V�����6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G���W�R���K�R�V�W���D���V�W�D�O�O
�D�W���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���R�W�K�H�U���J�U�D�V�V�U�R�R�W�V���U�H�I�X�J�H�H
�D�Q�G���P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���R�X�U���&�(�2
�$�O�H�[�D�� �J�D�Y�H�� �D�� �W�D�O�N�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���O�H�J�D�O���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���* �U�H�H�F�H����



�%�L�J���* �L�Y�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V
�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���� �� �� ��

�: �L�W�K�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �D�� �J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�� �O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H
�6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U���� �Z�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R
�V�H�F�X�U�H���D���[�� ���� �� �� ���S�R�W���R�I���P�D�W�F�K���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�R
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �%�L�J�� �* �L�Y�H�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�����7�K�L�V�� �V�H�W���R�I�� �P�D�W�F�K�H�G�� �I�X�Q�G�V�� �Z�D�V
�W�K�H�Q���G�R�X�E�O�H�G���E�\���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���%�L�J���* �L�Y�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U
�W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���W�R�W�D�O���R�I���[�� ���� �� �� ���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�H
�P�D�W�F�K�H�G���E�\���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D���R�Q�H���Z�H�H�N
�S�H�U�L�R�G�����,�Q���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H�����H�Y�H�U�\���[�� ���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���E�\
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�G�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �P�D�W�F�K
�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���U�D�Q���R�X�W�����: �H���Z�H�U�H���W�K�U�L�O�O�H�G���W�R���H�[�F�H�H�G
�R�X�U���J�R�D�O���D�Q�G���U�D�L�V�H���D���W�R�W�D�O���R�I���R�Y�H�U���[�� ���� �� �� ���L�Q
�D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���Z�H�H�N�����,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D
�Y�L�W�D�O���E�R�R�V�W���W�R���R�X�U���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�W���D
�F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O
�E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�U�H���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�����Z�H���Z�H�U�H
�D�O�V�R���D�E�O�H���W�R���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���Z�L�W�K���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���I�L�U�V�W��
�W�L�P�H�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �F�K�D�U�L�W�\���� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H����

�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���&�K�R�V�H�Q���&�K�D�U�L�W�\���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���Y�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���E�R�G�\�����Z�H
�Z�H�U�H�� �G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�R�O�L�G�D�U�L�7�H�H�� �Z�D�V
�F�K�R�V�H�Q���D�V���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�K�D�U�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U
�I�R�U���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���6�W���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���&�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V
�&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �� �� �� �� ���� �� �� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F
�\�H�D�U���� �8�6�$�&�&�� �U�D�L�V�H�G�� �D�� �S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�D�O
�[�� �� ���� �� �� ���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���E�R�G�\���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U���� �G�L�Y�L�G�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�U�H�H
�F�K�R�V�H�Q���F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�����: �H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���I�X�Q�G�V
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F�� �\�H�D�U���� �: �H
�Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���F�K�R�V�H�Q���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�L�W�\���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �(�G�L�Q�E�X�U�J�K�� �)�D�V�K�L�R�Q
�6�R�F�L�H�W�\�����U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���[ �� ���� �� �� ���L�Q���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H
�H�Y�H�Q�W�����7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���P�D�G�H
�W�K�H�V�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H����
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	Our education and outreach events included
	conferences
	poetry evenings
	quizzes
	and our fundraising and community-building events included
	yoga
	sponsored hikes
	painting events
	across one united movement.
	We supported eight partner organisations providing
	court representation
	mental health support
	Who were able to reach
	with vital services in support of safety, peace and freedom for those who have experienced persecution.
	Clients supported by our partners’ programmes shared messages including:
	Introduction: SolidariTee in the 2024/25 academic and financial year
	During this time, our partners have been providing legal assistance connected with mental health support, and other vital related services such as interpretation, protection support, and advocacy, reaching tens of thousands of people who are refugees in Greece.
	However, in the 2024/25 academic year, there were moments when such achievements seemed far off.
	We spent much of this year grappling with the consequences of a downturn in engagement with refugee issues, as student energy and attention was directed elsewhere. Our 2024/25 volunteer community was the smallest it had been for many years. We received significantly fewer volunteer applications than we were expecting, though not for lack of effort or proactive outreach by the student leadership team. Reduced capacity resulted in fewer events and initiatives took place across the teams that were set up.
	We remain conscious that today’s first year uni students have grown up with more than a decade of increasingly hostile media and political messaging about refugees. In addition, the impacts on today’s young activists of watching the international community fail to intervene in a live-streamed genocide in Palestine are wide-reaching. For some this spurred powerful mobilisation that hadn't been seen on university campuses since Occupy 2011, for other mounting feelings of helplessness.
	With a model where the funding available to our partners is directly linked to volunteer activity in ‘real-time’, as could be expected, despite all best efforts, the funding that we were able to raise to support our partner NGOs was also lower than expected. This was a particular blow in a year where international cuts to humanitarian aid funding were already creating ripple effects for frontline organisations supporting refugees in Greece and beyond.
	We were forced to have difficult conversations with our partners about the fact that we would not be able to provide pledged funding on the original timeline. Beyond that, we explored very real questions about the future of our fundraising model, and the impact we could create in future years.
	Overwhelmingly, though badly in need of funding, our partner organisations were incredibly affirming of the value of SolidariTee’s work. They expressed that even relatively smaller amounts of funding, when provided by an organisation such as SolidariTee that enables them to use it flexibly to support their core operations, is incredibly valuable. They also reminded us that to be partners doesn’t mean engaging only when funding is readily accessible, but believing in the value of each others’ work through ebbs and flows.
	Finally, they told us to focus on the longer-term, recognising that other sources of funding for refugees are only likely to dry up further. They reminded us that by simply existing in the years to come, we’ll be able to double down on our cumulative impact. After all, what at first glance seems like small drops of water becomes part of an ocean when it’s sustained.
	In response we adapted our partnership agreements to ensure that future dips in fundraising don’t contribute to mismatched expectations about payment timelines. We also decided to focus on communicating the why behind SolidariTee’s mission as strongly as possible to new students, continuing our work with many positive achievements.
	Conferences, partnerships, coalitions, and ceilidhs all contributed to our overall strategy: support for people seeking safety at Europe’s borders in the here and now, and education that supports culture change for years to come.
	The academic year started in the immediate aftermath of chilling racist riots of summer 2024, fuelled by harmful anti-migrant, islamophobia and widespread misinformation. It ended with weeks of anti-migrant protests in 2025, causing unimaginable harm to people who have newly arrived to the UK in search of safety, as well as to migrant communities who have built homes and communities for decades.
	In 2025, research into the UK’s charity sector also found that almost half of small charities feared closure within the next year due to their financial situation.
	Against this backdrop, people reaching Greece’s refugee camps following experiences of human rights abuses and persecution in places such as Afghanistan, Sudan, Syria and Somalia continue to receive shockingly little media attention or public understanding. +
	Ten years on from the height of the ‘refugee crisis’ in 2015 and 2016, where public engagement piqued, many of today’s students simply don’t know that refugee camps in Greece and elsewhere exist at all, let alone about the legal minefield that surrounds applications for international protection.
	In April 2025, as part of a partner visit, I met with some of the people living in Lesvos’ refugee camp at a legal empowerment session hosted by our partner Fenix Humanitarian Legal Aid. One of these people was Zahra* a woman from Afghanistan in her early 20s, who was attending an information session run by one of our partner organisations. Zahra was pregnant at the time, and yet still living in a container without any additional support from the state-run camp authorities. She expressed that she was feeling fearful about what would happen when it was time to give birth to her baby, and about life raising her child in a camp, alone with no family around her.
	Within the space of a single day, our partner was able to provide her with personalised legal advice based on their previous research about people seeking asylum who are pregnant, and also arrange for urgent referrals to be made to services supporting refugee mothers. She received a combination of expert legal guidance, mental health first aid, and support to access practical forms of support that would lead to safety and protection for both Zahra and her baby. Without legal aid, this would have been impossible.
	We continue to focus on creating a vehicle to channel funding for vital services like this, whilst also providing education about the need for compassionate, rights-based change to the asylum system in the UK and Europe as a whole.
	I have heard it said we are the uninvited. We are the unwelcome. We should take our misfortune elsewhere.
	But I hear your mother's voice, over the tide, and she whispers in my ear, ‘Oh, but if they saw, my darling. Even half of what you have. If only they saw. They would say kinder things, surely.’
	Quote from Khaled Hosseini’s ‘Sea Prayer’, a book written after the death of three year old Syrian refugee Alain Kurdi in 2015. The short story is made up of a father’s words to his son as they embark on a journey across the ocean.
	Who we Support
	Our Partners
	“We believe that every displaced person fleeing persecution has:
	The right to seek asylum
	The right to request legal and procedural guidance during the asylum procedure
	The right to dignified living conditions

	Our Partners
	Our Partners
	Regional Teams
	From poetry events to yoga classes, this year’s student community went above and beyond in finding creative ways to connect with their wider student body about refugee issues. You can read about a few examples below.

	“In the 24/25 year, our Edinburgh team has channelled our passions, skills, and curiosity into organising a diverse range of events for SolidariTee. One of our personal highlights was ‘Rhythms for Refuge’, our club night, which raised over £1,600 for our partners in Greece while bringing together a fantastic group of friends and supporters. We also hosted a thought-provoking poetry reading and discussion with two Palestinian poets, whose powerful words sparked important conversations about displacement and belonging. When we weren’t busy organising these events, we also took on the 7 Hills of Edinburgh challenge as a team. Along the way, we gained invaluable experience in fundraising, deepened our understanding of the causes we support, and strengthened our sense of community. And, of course, we had a lot of fun while doing it!” -Eva Hennell, Edinburgh Team Lead
	SolidariTee’s volunteer team is structured in the form of a central team led by one or more student presidents, who coordinate between all of our regional (uni) teams and also lead core functions such as developing our social media infographics, running our annual conference, and more.
	Our central team also includes dedicated ‘University Coordinators’, fellow students who offer weekly 1:1 calls with each team lead to ensure a cohesive, peer-support focused culture across the team and to respond to any challenges a team may face.
	Theme: The Language of Migration: from 2015 to today
	​​Each year, the theme and focus of our conference is decided by the student events team. This year, they expressed that they wanted to particularly focus on highlighting the role of grassroots and community based groups in making a reality of a more compassionate society.
	Our annual conference 2025 brought together human rights defenders, journalists, academics, artists, lawyers, and grassroots and lived experience networks, all focused on reimagining what compassionate, people-centred approach towards supporting refugees across borders could look like.
	For the first time, this conference was also focused on integrating collective actions and experiences in-person throughout the event. We hosted trauma-informed yoga sessions and participants had the opportunity to write letters to political prisoners detained in Russian prisons, in many cases as a result of speaking against Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Speakers included representatives from Freedom From Torture, Safe Passage’s Young Leaders forum, Olivia Clark, Executive Director of Refugee Legal Support, and Gulwali Passarley, author of ‘The Lightless Sky’.
	​Connecting to the work of our partner organisations is vital in building a sense of understanding and confidence amongst our volunteer team in being able to speak about the realities of life for people seeking asylum in Greece, and about the brutality of the asylum system itself.


	Knowledge is power: our digital education efforts
	Our social media infographics, mythbusters and ‘back to basics’ educational posts play a key role in the way we deliver on our strategic objectives to:
	We see our role as providing slower, more nuanced and in-depth explorations of the global issues that contribute to persecution and human rights violations directly, or are linked to global political responses to migration.
	Head to @teesofsolidarity if you’d like to view or share these directly!

	Knowledge is power: our digital education efforts
	'What role do you think social media can play in efforts to unite young people in support of refugees and migrants?' Social media can be an incredible resource, and provides a space where young people can learn, contribute, and connect with a wider community of people standing in solidarity with asylum seekers and refugees. The unfortunate reality is that so much misinformation and disinformation circulates on social media, and digital technologies are increasingly being used to criminalise people on the move and carry out hostile border policies. In the face of this, I consider it a powerful act of resistance to use technology in a completely different way, sharing accurate information and refusing to be swept into harmful political narratives and rhetoric.
	'What do you focus on when creating infographics and educational social media posts? What do you hope our posts will contribute to?' When creating educational social media posts, I try to be conscious of how we can break information down in an accessible way, and invite people into meaningful and compassionate conversations, regardless of how much prior knowledge someone has on the topic. With so many horrifying things going on around the world, and countless sources of information and news, trying to stay up to date can be incredibly overwhelming. I hope that our social media pages can be a welcoming space where people can come for reliable information, and that our posts contribute to, and encourage, further dialogue in a way that fosters empathy and respect for all people. Ultimately, my hope is that people who read our posts come away feeling even a tiny bit better informed and equipped to go on and have conversations about migration and displacement with other people in their lives.
	-Beth Hughes, social media lead and Arabic & International Relations student
	Other collaborations and initiatives
	Aside from our own directly-hosted awareness-raising and fundraising events, we collaborated with other people and groups on a range of other campaigns and initiatives designed to strengthen opportunities to come together in support of refugees both within and outside the UK charity sector. These included:
	Vulnerabilities, Special Procedural Needs and the EU New Pact on Migration
	Drag Down the Borders Collaboration

	Big Give Christmas Challenge 2024
	With support from a generous long-time SolidariTee supporter, we were able to secure a £1,000 pot of match funding to participate in the Big Give Christmas challenge. This set of matched funds was then doubled by another Big Give supporter to become a total of £2,000 available to be matched by donations during a one-week period. In this time, every £1 donated by supporters would be doubled until match funding ran out. We were thrilled to exceed our goal and raise a total of over £4,000 in a single week! In addition to providing a vital boost to our partner organisations at a critical moment in the year when annual budgets are typically running thin, we were also able to connect with a number of first-time supporters of our charity, building relationships to be continued in the future.

	University Chosen Charity Partnerships
	Leysin American School Summer Programme
	Rights in Exile: SolidariTee legal researcher cohort
	Where We Rise A Call to Fund Bold, Frontline Solidarity
	SolidariTee x Velos Youth Freedom t-shirt collection
	Images: original artwork by Abdul,  Freedom t-shirts, and photos from the Velos Youth center
	Looking Ahead
	strengthening our team and ways of working
	Pillar four of our strategy focuses on ‘resilient & organisationally sustainable ways of working’. By working with student volunteers, we have a naturally high turnover of team members each academic year, which needs careful consideration to ensure that institutional knowledge and lessons learned can be retained year-on-year.
	As such, during the 2024/25 academic year, we expanded the number of positions available on a core ‘student leadership team’, along with creating new opportunities for people who were not current students to join the team. In doing so, we are demonstrating to young activists that individualism and burnout are not prerequisites for working in this space.


	Meet some of our student leaders
	Hannah Fuchs, 24/25 shop manager and 2025/26 Secretary

	Eva Hennell, 2024/25 Edinburgh Team Lead and 2025/26 Student President
	Risks, Reserves and Recruitment
	Risk Identification and Management
	The SolidariTee trustees have developed a risk register which identifies key operational, governance, financial and contextual risks facing the charity. With anti-migrant protests and an increasingly constrained environment for peaceful protest in the UK, we continue to monitor the risks that individual team members associated with the charity could face as a result of public-facing events and campaigns. Other risks that are relevant to SolidariTee specifically include the risks of an unmanaged loss of key personnel and associated institutional memory, which we work to continuously reduce by investment in volunteer mental health and wellbeing, documentation of key procesess and lessons learnt, and an organisational culture that celebrates new ideas year-on-year as opposed to relying solely on repeating past ways of doing things.
	We also recognise the challenges, both for us and for our partners, that a constrained fundraising environment will continue to bring. We communicate extensively with our partner organisations, and our new model means that we transfer funds raised as we have them, without a pre-pledged timescale. Whilst this has some downsides in terms of partners’ ability to plan how to use these funds, it avoids the key risks that are associated with inability to deliver on particular timescales, and means that SolidariTee’s funds can do what is perhaps the most vital job of replenishing an organisation’s core funds, as a complement to their other fundraising efforts. By keeping our own overhead costs low, we are also able to remain agile, and continue to operate in a way that can expand and contract according to the environment at the time.
	Finally, at the end of the 2024/25 academic year, we placed a renewed focus on attracting new volunteers and gaining student attention, which has proven very successful as discussed in the introductory section of this report.
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	Thank you for taking the time to read about our work.
	To learn more or make a donation, please visit www.solidaritee.org.uk
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